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Demand for off-road
experiences in desert
Australia is growing.

But we know very little
about how desert people
can translate the potential
of this market into
sustainable livelihoods.
Desert people want to
know how to balance

the beneyts and costs of
increasing visitor numbers
to remote, and culturally
and environmentally
sensitive places.

On Track™ examines
the potential economic
and social beneyts of
4WD tourism, as well
as the pressures on the
environment, culture
and infrastructure of the

desert.

On Track™

Better livelihoods through 4WD desert tourism

On Track™ will deliver a system-wide understanding of
4WD travel in desert areas by describing the travellers,
businesses, organisations and communities involved.
Understanding the markets includes ynding out about
where people go and why, how they plan their trip, their
travel parties and the relative importance of the desert as a
destination for leisure-based trips.

Primary information has been gathered through a number
of surveys at 4WD shows and through focus groups.
Secondary data sources have also been analysed to describe £
travel patterns and to estimate the scope of 4WD travel into Photo courtesy of Hema Maps
and through desert areas.

Project partners such as CSIRO are using the results of these initial activities to
develop an information model and geographic information system called Visualising
Relatively Unpredictable Movements, or VRUM™. Maps produced by VRUM™
show where people moved from and to, including their modes of transport and travel
paths. Its immediate application is with short-term travel by tourists (including 4WD
travellers), but it could be used to model longer term population movements.

We will develop other resources to help
communities, businesses and individuals
generate economic and social outcomes in
the industry. Self-assessment and learning
resources will help gauge the potential
impacts of changes in the system, such as ‘8
changes in fuel prices or cheaper airfares. *

On Track™ Qutcomes

* Clear descriptions, analysis and
visualisations of the 4WD tourism system
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